
 

 

 

Downsville Elementary News 
November 2020 
 
 
We continue to roll along with in person learning at 
Downsville. WIth all of the new challenges we face, I am 
impressed by the resilience of our students and staff. We have new 
procedures for many things, and many of our favorite things are changed 
(Halloween, Fall Festival are just a few), but we move on and accept and 
make the best of the situation. Thank you for guiding your children in this 
challenging time. We all miss these fun events, but know that we have to 
take precautions for the health and safety of all of our students, staff, and 
families.  

 
COVID cases are on the rise in Dunn County. Please continue to follow suggested guidelines and 
refer to information sent by Dr. Zydowsky each Wednesday. The mitigation and procedures in place 
in school have allowed us to continue to stay open. Stay home when you are ill, wear masks and 
practice good hygiene, and keep 6’ whenever possible. Avoid large gatherings and use good health 
practices when in public. Working together we hope to continue to keep schools open. With MHS 
closure this week, please know that at this time there is no plan to move to safer at home learning 
for elementary at this time. 
 
Our Student Council, under the direction of Mrs. Holcomb, made a voting information video to 
show the whole school. It was very impressive! We then had an election- choosing our favorite 
snack between popcorn or pretzels. Popcorn was the winner! In addition to the election, they also 
sponsored our Halloween BINGO. I called BINGO over the PA in my office and students played in 
their classrooms. We really had a great time! Student Council is 5th grade only this year and they 
meet Friday mornings and are learning about leadership. 
 
The students are learning skills on the Chromebooks for use in school and to prepare for learning 
at home should we move to a safer at home learning plan. They can login and access a variety of 
materials and are getting quite proficient and independent! The teachers are working very hard to 
teach these skills to make any potential transition smoother.  
 
This week we welcomed the Bridging Brighter Smiles dental clinic. They are going to return 
Friday, November 13 to see all of the students that they missed. We also had picture retake day. 
 
The end of the first trimester is just a few weeks away which means report cards will be sent home 
in about a month. Thank you for your continued support. If you ever have any questions or 
concerns, feel free to call or email anytime. Have a great week! 
 
Mrs. Drout 



 

 

 
 

Important Dates 
 

Each month we will let you know some of the important upcoming dates at Downsville 
  

                           November 13 - Bridging Brighter Smiles - Dental Clinic! 
                                           2nd Day! 
                  November 24 - Dress-Up Day!  (Camo and Bright Orange!) 
                                           See note in newsletter! 
                  November 25 - 27 - No School - Vacation! 
 
                  December 2  - Report Cards go home! 
                  December 3  -  Virtual Family NIght! 
                  December 23 - January 4 - NO SCHOOL  
                                  WINTER BREAK! 

 

Mark your calendar for: 

Virtual Family Night! 
Thursday, December 3rd 

 
More information to come!  



 

 

Here’s What’s Happening!   
 

Kindergarten:  Hi Families, 

The Kindergarten class was busy during the month of October.  We finished our 

1st Math module where we learned about numbers 1-10.  We learned how to 

name, recognize and write the numbers.  We also practiced counting and learned 

the partners (ie…5 is 1 + 4, 2 + 3, and 0+ 5) of each number.  We will continue 

to practice what we learned in Module 1 and start our 2nd module on Shapes in 

November.  In Reading, we practiced being Storybook Readers!  We listened to, 

reread, and acted out many favorite stories.  Some of our favorites to read 

and act out were Caps For Sale, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The Three 

Little Pigs, and The Gingerbread Man.  We also loved the “David 

books”.   In phonics, we became experts at many letters.  We 

learned the name, and sound of each letter and made mini books 

with pictures to match the letter sounds.  We also practiced taking 

each letter “to the street” (lined paper) and forming the letters 

correctly.  Our brains are on fire in Kindergarten! 

Mrs. Fiege, Mrs. Livingston and the Kinder Kids  

   



 

 

First Grade:   
 

We have been SO BUSY building, creating, constructing, painting, coloring, 
collaborating, and discovering that we didn’t even realize 

we were LEARNING!  In first grade we like to learn by 

“Taking Chances, Making Mistakes and Getting Messy!” 

as Miss Frizzle from the Magic School Bus likes to say. 

We are REALLY enjoying our year so far! 

 –Mrs. Gully’s First Grade Friends 

 
 

 



 

 

Second Grade:   
Hello Families! This month 

in our classroom we are 

working on decoding new 

words in reading, learning 

place values in math, 

creating non-fiction books 

in writing, learning about 

farms in social studies, and 

learning about soil in 

science.  

     For the 

month of 

November we 

will also be 

learning about 

our local and 

national native american 

tribes as we celebrate native american heritage month! 

            I hope you all have a wonderful holiday season and thank you for your 

continued support as we make the best out of our time in school. 

Mr. Voss   

Third Grade:  Hello families! 

Third graders have been working hard this fall! We just began a new reading 

unit focused on nonfiction books which fits with our informational writing unit.  

  Students 

continue to 

learn 

multiplication 

facts and 

different ways 

to measure- 

time, weight, 

volume.  

Keep sending 

these energetic, 

engaged 

students every 

day! 

 

   Ms. Repinski 

 



 

 

Fourth Grade:  The fourth graders were sad to say goodbye to our 

student teacher Miss White last week.  We were very lucky to have her with us 

for the last 9 weeks.  Soon we will be getting a new addition to our class, Mrs. 

Anderson has adopted a virtual class cow for us.   We are anxiously awaiting 

news about the farm our calf lives on and the name of our new class calf. 

The fourth graders have been working really hard and learning lots of new 

things.  They have begun their Battle of the Books reading.  They are trying to 

read 20 different books by February!  They have also been digging deep into 

learning about characters both as readers and writers.  They have been looking 

closely at characters as they read their books.  They created character 

puppets to show that they got to know both the inside and outside of their 

characters.  They used what they knew about good characters to create their 

own characters and wrote several of their own stories.  Next, we will be 

learning about being good nonfiction readers and writers. 

In math, we have completed our first two units.  We have become very 

good at adding and subtracting multi-digit numbers, rounding, and converting 

metric units.  We have just started our big unit on multiplication and division. 

We are excited to learn how to multiply two-digit by two-digit numbers.  But 

first, we are working hard to find patterns and to learn different strategies to 

figure out our math facts. 

In social studies and science, we are learning about different landforms 

and how land changes over time.  We solved the mystery of how the Ashfall 

fossil beds in Nebraska were buried so deep and took so many years for 

scientists to discover.  We have also researched and presented information 

about the 5 different regions of Wisconsin. 

It is amazing how many new things we can learn and discover in  9 short 

weeks! 

 



 

 

 
Art News:   Hello Families: 

 

The students have been creating some amazing artwork so far this year! I want 

to keep you up to date with the art projects the students are creating by sharing 

photos of your child's artwork and the projects we create. I have created an art 

teacher instagram account which will allow me to share what your student is 

working on in art class! I will be sharing photos of the projects 

each grade level will create, as well as photos of student 

artwork.  

 

Please follow @artwithmissseidler on instagram for updates of 

your child's creations! If you have any questions, please feel free 

to email me at any time! 

 

-Miss Seidler 

Fifth Grade:  We’ve been doing many exciting projects and lessons in fifth 

grade.  In addition to the normal reading, writing, and math the students are 

familiar with, they have done activities that are new to Downsville.  One such 

activity that the students really enjoy is Tree Journaling.  Once a month the 

kids go out and visit their “tree buddies.”  They write about what they are 

observing and draw a sketch of the tree.  It is a great way for them to work 

on their writing skills and get outside in nature. 

 

 



 

 

 

   Drum Roll Please!!! 
    Mrs. Holcomb and the Downsville Staff  
     are Proud to Announce the Members 
       of the 2020-2021 Student Council 
  

5th Grade 
     Evelyn C.                Gabe G. 
     Vincent W.              Alyssa P. 
     Brayden W.             Camron D. 
     Jadyn M.                Jayden B. 
 

Watch out...Good things are coming our way Downsville School!! 
 

 



 

 

       Holcomb Highlights! 
 

      We are a team, let’s all work together!   

 
 

 
 
 

Wow!  Have I mentioned this school 
year how AWESOME each one of the 
Downsville Students are?  Well… 

they are the best in my opinion! 
 
-they help one another 
-they greet one another 
-they show great effort 
-they say kind words 
-they laugh, giggle, and have fun 
----------------------------------------------- 
 

Some areas that I have noticed the 
Downsville Students enjoying at our 
school… 
-Fun Fact Friday...Did you know?  
-Weekly quotes 
-hearing their birthday and other 
messages on the daily announcements 
-receiving a Downsvile dollar 
 
Ask your child about any of them. 
----------------------------------------------- 
 
Be Mindful when you are with your child. 
The best gift is the gift of time. 

The Learning Adventures Continue…  
With Your Child In Mind,  

Mrs. Sara Holcomb 
Intervention Specialist 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 


